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Disclaimer: This packet is intended ONLY for the 
use of students enrolled in Leon County Schools. 
 

WEEK 3 
 

Grade 3 
Economics 

Multicultural/ Women’s History Reading 
 
Standards: 
SS.3.E.1.1 Give examples of how scarcity results in trade. 
SS.3.E.1.2 List the characteristics of money. 
SS.3.E.1.3 Recognize that buyers and sellers interact to exchange goods and services 
through the use of trade or money. 
SS.3.E.1.4 Distinguish between currencies used in the United States, Canada, Mexico, 
and the Caribbean. 
SS.3.C.2.1 Identify group and individual actions of citizens that demonstrate civility, 
cooperation, volunteerism, and other civic virtues. 
Strand: 
 

Florida Statutes (1003.42): 
(f) The history of the United States.... 

(h) The history of African Americans, including the history of African peoples before 

the political conflicts that led to the development of slavery, the passage to America, the 

enslavement experience, abolition, and the contributions of African Americans to 

society. Instructional materials shall include the contributions of African Americans to 

American society. 

(q) The study of women’s contributions to the United States. 

(r) The nature and importance of free enterprise to the United States economy. 

 

 
 
Resources: 
Slideshare.net/yummonomics 
ReadWorks.org 
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The Characteristics of Money 

We use money every day. Did you ever wonder how we came to use the coins 

and bills we have in our pockets and purses today? People used to trade things like 

animals, food, shells and lots of other objects to get goods and services. People 

decided that carrying animals, food, shells, and other objects with them was not at all 

convenient. Money was invented because it did not break or rot and could be easily 

carried. In the United States, The Federal Reserve is called our central bank. This 

means that ‘The Fed’ plays a big part in how we get and use money. Over many years, 

people agreed that money should have certain qualities, or characteristics. 

There are 6 characteristics of the money we use every day: 

- Money must be durable. Durability means that money must be strong enough to be 

used over and over again. 

- Money must be portable. Portability means that money can be carried easily. 

- Money must be divisible. Divisibility means that money can be divided into smaller 

units of value. 

- Money must be uniform. Uniformity means that no matter when it is printed, it will 

always have the same value. 

- Money is in limited supply. This means that The Federal Reserve decides how much 

money is made and put into circulation for people to use. 

- Money must be accepted. Acceptability means that everyone recognizes and will take 

money for payment of goods and services. 

1. Why was money invented? 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the name of the United States’ central bank? 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is one job of the Federal Reserve? 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

4. Of the 6 characteristics of money, which one do you think is the most important 

and why? 

 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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Currency from North American Countries 

Directions: Research the types of currency used from the following 

regions. 

Country/ Region Examples of Currency 
(Give the name) 

Draw a coin or bill 

United States 

 

Example: dollar  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canada 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mexico 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Caribbean 
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